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Abstract 

Diverse views exist on the focus and place of the discipline of Victimology. 

While some believe that Victimology should function as an independent 

area of enquiry, others view it as a subfield of Criminology. A second issue 

concerns the breadth of victim related issues to be covered in the field of 

Victimology. Some scholars advocate that Victimology should limit itself to the study of 

victim-offender interaction. Others argue that the needs of crime victims, functioning of the 

organizations and institutions which respond to these needs, and the emerging roles and 

responsibility for crime victims within the CJS are important areas of inquiry for 

Victimology. A third issue is the breadth of the definition of the term ‘victim’. One approach 

is to limit the concept to victims of traditional crimes such as murder, rape, robbery, burglary 

etc. However, it has also been proposed to include a broader definition of the concept by 

covering groups such as prisoners, immigrants, subjects of medical experimentation, and 

persons charged with crime but not proved guilty. 
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Introduction 

The word ‘ Victimology’ was coined in the year of 1947 by a French Lawyer , Benjamin 

Mendelssohn, by deriving from a Latin word ‘victima’ which translate into “victim” and a 

Greek word’ ‘logos’ which means a system of knowledge, the direction of teaching, science 

and a discipline. The development of Victimology as discipline in academic field is a 

phenomenon of approximately six decades. In 1948, a German Criminologist, Han Von 

Hentig made the first overall exploration of the role of victim in crime. The discovery of 

victim inaugurated a new trend in criminology with increased accent on exploring the doer-

sufferer’ relationship. This recognition of the sociological significance of victim had 

immediate academic repercussions. Victimology acquired international interest and became 

the subject of solid scientific inquiry. An important breakthrough occurred when discussions 


